
M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: Scott Morelli, City Manager 

FROM: Sally J. Daggett, Esq. 

RE: Councilor Rose’s Workshop Request dated 9/8/18 

DATE: September 11, 2018 

 

I have been forwarded a copy of Councilor Rose’s workshop request dated September 8, 

2018.  I am writing to respond to Councilor Rose’s concern about “plagiarism.”  Three 

points. 

 

First, my October 30, 2017 e-mail to you referenced by Councilor Rose was meant to be 

a quick introductory overview of short-term rental issues, since Councilor Rose seemed 

so concerned about them that he wanted daily responses from you.  It was an informal 

communication, and I don’t typically provide citations in that type of a communication.  

Obviously, if Councilor Rose had wanted to know the source of any of the information 

contained in my e-mail, he could have asked for it and I could have easily provided it to 

him.  I did not write the e-mail, or reference the checkered experiences of the two 

California towns, in any attempt to misappropriate another’s intellectual property or 

ideas—these were just factual references to what had actually happened in two other 

municipalities and been reported in the news. 

 

Second, the experiences of the two California towns came from the posted-website of the 

very California firm that Josh Reny and Tex Haeuser had found in their own short-term 

rental research.  The 17-page Host Compliance free white paper is on its website and has 

also been part of written materials posted on many municipalities’ websites regarding 

short-term rental regulation issues.  I assume that the white paper’s author wants 

municipalities to be exposed to these various articles and the information therein to 

promote his short-term rental monitoring and compliance business. 

 

Finally, I am confident that my e-mail to you--with the 3 or 4 sentences at issue--fairly 

used that material.  Specifically, the use was of a governmental, not commercial nature; 

the copyrighted work was an informational document; only small passages of the original 

work were in my e-mail; and the effect of the use did not harm the author in any way. 

 

Please call with any questions.  Thanks, Sally 


