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Timeline
• Feb 2004: City adopts first ADU ordinance 
• Nov 2022: City amends ADU ordinance
• April 2023: Amendment to remove the owner 

occupancy requirement is proposed but not 
adopted
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ORDINANCE CHANGES
New Regulation Old Regulations

1. Zoning Permit 
2. Building Permit from the Code 

Enforcement Office. 

1. Public Hearing
2. Mail abutters
3. Zoning Approval
4. Building Permit from the Code 

Enforcement Office.

ADU potentially as large as 90% of the primary 
unit (up to 800 SF on 1/4-acre lots or smaller, 
and 1,200 SF on lots over 1/4-acre)

ADU as large 30% of the primary unit

No Required Parking 2 parking space required 

ADU can be attached, detached, or built into 
existing structures. 

ADUs can only be attached to existing dwelling 
unit

Short-term vacation rentals are prohibited in 
any unit on lots where ADUs have been 
constructed.

Short-term vacation rentals are permitted, 
subject to registration
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APPLICATION 
PROCESS

● Easy 
○ Paper and online application
○ Staff assistance through the process
○ Comprehensive

● Affordable
○ $0 - Pre-application meeting
○ $200 - Application meeting
○ $300 - Application submission
○ Building permit fee dependent on scope 

of work
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Portland HUD Fair Market Rent Area (HMFA)

Area Median Income (AMI)
1 2 3 4

Extremely Low-Income (30 % AMI) $23,460 $26,820 $30,180 $33,510
Very Low-Income (50% AMI) $39,100 $44,700 $50,300 $55,850
Low-Income (80% AMI) $62,560 $71,520 $80,480 $95,560

Fair Market Rent
SRO 0 1 2 3
$932 $1,243 $1,448 $1,859 $2,344

Median Family Income $112,700

Source: U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development
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