
 

 

Independence Day Barbecue/Picnic and Summer in Maine 

Auction Closing at South Portland Historical Society 
  

  

We hope that residents will come and enjoy the festivities at Bug Light Park 

on Monday, July 4. The South Portland Historical Society will be hosting its 

9th annual 4th of July celebration. This daytime Independence Day 

Barbecue/Picnic is much anticipated each year. One of the biggest draws – 

South Portland’s own “Benjamin Franklin” reads the Declaration of 

Independence from the front porch of the museum at noon. Come early with your 

picnic blanket or lawn chairs to grab a spot for the entertaining reading. 

The Summer in Maine Auction is also featured, with a large variety of great 

auction items like harbor cruises, museums, restaurants, hotels, Sea Dogs 

baseball, summer theater and more.  

  

The day starts at 10am when the museum opens. The Society’s museum is open to 

the public with no charge for admission. Take in the 2016 exhibit covering 

the history of the Ferry Village neighborhood, or any of the other 

interesting exhibits that cover both local and American history.  

  

At 11am, Society volunteers will open a fundraiser barbecue where you can buy 

your picnic lunch, with proceeds going directly to benefit the museum.  

  

Do you have an old car? The historical society is inviting anyone with an 

old, vintage car to bring it on down to the museum on the 4th of July where we 

will have classic cars lined up for everyone to enjoy. If you have a vintage 

car (1960s and ‘70s models are encouraged), please arrive by 11am and we’ll 

have a spot for you. Cars will be on display from 11am to 2pm. 

  

After the reading of the Declaration of Independence at noon, we’ll have 

final bids accepted in the Summer in Maine Auction. Bidding is expected to 

end by 12:45pm. Old-fashioned games for kids will take place in the field 

around 1pm, as well. 

  

Throughout the day, we will be joined by members of the NorEasters Kite Club 

who will be flying their patriotic and other fanciful kites. A large variety 

of kites is available for sale in the museum gift shop. 

  

We’d like to thank historical society member, John Kierstead for lending his 

talents as Benjamin Franklin again this year. His fiery reading of the 

Declaration of Independence is a great way to get in the spirit of the day. 

Hope to see you there! For more information, call the museum at 767-7299. 

 


