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2017 APRIL STOOLS DAY FOR CLEANER WATER RESOURCES & PARKS 
 

On April 22nd (Earth Day), after a long, hard winter of frigid temperatures and seemingly unending snow storms, 

residents from South Portland and surrounding communities endured another cold and damp day to walk their 

dogs in the City’s parks. Like the previous three years, City staff and project partners were there to greet them at 

Hinckley Park, Willard Beach and Bug Light Park for our 4th annual “April Stools Day.” The City once again 

partnered with Pet Life, the Maine Healthy Beaches Program and the Friends of the Eastern Promenade in 

Portland. The event was held to raise awareness about the adverse effects of improper pet waste disposal. 

Rainwater or snow melt can carry parasites, bacteria and viruses from dog waste left on the ground into nearby 

surface waters resulting in health risks to canines and humans. Dog waste can also degrade water quality by 

promoting algal growth and decreasing dissolved oxygen levels. 

At Hinckley Park, Pet Life Manager Jessie Ellebracht and South Portland Stormwater Program Coordinator Fred 

Dillon provided visitors with “doggie bags”, dog treats and store coupons along with a quick overview of why 

picking up dog waste is so important for local water quality protection efforts. Meanwhile, citizen volunteers from 

the South Portland Land Trust and Protect South Portland picked up over 50 pounds of dog waste from the trails 

and woods next to Hinckley Pond. Pet Life employees Patrick and Tanya Scott and Carrie London provided similar 

services at Willard Beach and Bug Light Park, respectively. Staff from the City’s Parks & Recreation Department 

had the toughest part of the job in properly disposing of the dog waste collected at all 3 locations. 

  

  

Pet Life’s Jessie Ellebracht greets Protect South 

Portland volunteers at Hinckley Park. 

Protect South Portland volunteers remove dog waste 

from the woods next to Hinckley Pond. 

Despite inhospitable weather, Patrick and Tanya Scott 

provide smiles and goodies at Willard Beach. 

Carrie London dispenses words of pet waste 

management wisdom at Bug Light Park. 
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Many of Hinckley Park’s trails drain directly to a pair of ponds that flow into Casco Bay via Kimball Brook. At 

Willard Beach and Bug Light Park, the connection between poorly managed dog waste and Casco Bay is even 

more direct. Both locations are very popular destinations for swimmers, sunbathers and boaters in the summer. 

Dog waste left on the beach or ground in the surrounding neighborhoods has a much greater likelihood of coming 

into contact with humans and canines through direct discharge from the City’s storm drain system. The City’s life 

guards collect water samples to test for bacteria at Willard Beach during the summer months. Bacteria levels can 

be elevated significantly following a heavy rain event and it is likely that improperly managed dog waste is a 

contributor to this problem. 

  

  

Maine’s Stormwater Permit requires South Portland and other regulated municipalities to conduct education & 

outreach efforts and increase public awareness about polluted stormwater runoff. Poorly managed dog waste is a 

small but important contributor to overall water quality problems because it is largely preventable. For more 

information about the City’s Stormwater Management Program, please contact Stormwater Program Coordinator 

Fred Dillon at 207-347-4138 / fdillon@southportland.org. 

 

The City would also like to thank Verbena and Otto’s Pizza for their generous contributions to the 2017 April Stools 

Day event 

Stormwater outfalls at Willard Beach can experience 

high bacteria levels after heavy rain storms. 

Green flag at Willard Beach indicates low bacteria 

levels and safe swimming conditions in the summer. 

Pet Life Manager Jessie Ellebracht presents the 

“Golden Turd” award to Dan McLatchy at Hinckley. 

A sign on one of Hinckley Park’s main trails reminds 

dog owners to properly pick up after their pets. 
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Pet Life Manager Jessie Ellebracht and South Portland Stormwater Program 

Coordinator Fred Dillon with the approximately 50 -pound pile of dog waste that was 

picked up by citizen volunteers from the South Portland Land Trust and Protect South 

Portland for the 2017 April Stools Day. 


