
 

What are the 

Ordinance Basics? 

Synthetic pesticides are banned for all 

turf, landscape, and outdoor pest 

management activities: 
  

o in May 2017 on Municipal 

property 

o in May 2018 on Private property 

 

Natural and organic land care practices 

will help:  

 preserve the environment,  

 restore local water quality,  

 maintain essential pollinator 

habitat,  

 and make South Portland a safe 

and healthy community for all 

residents, children, and pets.  

 

This ordinance does NOT apply to 

applications for: 

o Poisonous plants (ex. poison ivy) 

o Pests of significant health 

importance (ex. ticks, 

mosquitos) 

o Destructive pests (ex. 

carpenter ants, termites) 

 

 

Cut costs. 
Save on repeated chemical applications, 

gasoline, and sprinkler systems. Use the free 

landscaping (and lawn care) services offered 

by soil organisms, pollinators, compost, 

plants, and beneficial insects.  

–  NOFA 

“Organic management is beneficial to 

human health and the environment in 

many ways: eliminating the use of 

synthetic pesticides; building a diverse, 

robust ecological system that holds 

nutrients and water, reducing pollution 

due to leaching and run-off; and 

recharging groundwater and streams 

with clean fresh water.” – NOFA 

 

 

South Portland’s New 

Pesticide Ordinance 

 
 

How to have a lush, 

green lawn safe for kids 

and pets! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Water wisely. 

o Buy an inexpensive rain gauge at 

your local hardware store to 

monitor rainfall. Only water the 

amount that is needed after 

rainfall to equal 1-1.5 inches of 

water per week. This promotes 

longer root growth for healthy 

grass.  

o Watering more than this amount 

wastes time and money and 

creates an insufficient shallow 

root structure. 

o If you must water, water between 

6:00 and 10:00 a.m. so that the 

water wont evaporate as quickly. 

The risk of fungal disease is higher 

if you water at night. 

o Aeration helps reduce soil 

compaction and allows water to 

reach the root zone. This 

promotes microorganisms that 

improve soil quality by releasing 

additional nutrients. 

 

Should you fertilize? 

o Lawns 10 years or older need only 

grass clippings. 

o Younger lawns need nitrogen, look for 

10-0-0 on the bag.  

o When needed, apply in September. 

 

Give your lawn a boost. 

Overseed your entire lawn with a fine fescue 

blend of grass seed. Overseeding allows new 

grass varieties to be introduced, promoting 

resistance to disease and insects. As your lawn 

thickens with new seed growth, it will crowd 

out weeds and be aesthetically pleasing.  

Fighting Weeds? 

Liberally apply perennial ryegrass seed all 

season long. Remember that some plants 

considered weeds, like clover, are actually 

beneficial to the health of your lawn by 

providing plenty of added nitrogen, and 

encouraging biodiversity in the flowers and 

root system for bees and earthworms. 

Fighting bugs?  

Overseed with insect-resistant fescue grasses 

or use beneficial nematodes, fungi or bacteria. 

If you must use a pesticide make sure it is 

organic (OMRI approved). *This ordinance 

does not apply to ticks and mosquitos.   

Do a soil test. 

You don’t know what your lawn needs without 

one! Soil tests are an easy and inexpensive 

way to determine your soil’s level of nutrients, 

pH, and organic matter. It should be done 

every three years in spring or fall.  

Mow high. 

3 inches or more helps grass roots grow 

deeper, quickly leads to thicker grass, 

increases drought resistance and shades out 

weeds. Lawns should be cut down to two 

inches twice a year; in the fall to prevent snow 

mold and in early spring to help stimulate 

growth.  

 

Let the clippings lie. 

Grass clippings are a natural source of free 

nitrogen fertilizer and do not cause thatch. 

Other mowing practices include tuning up your 

lawnmower every year (change your spark-

plugs, air-filter and oi), and varying the 

mowing pattern to reduce compaction. 



 


